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PROTECTING
CONSUMERS

During the 2014 legislative session | worked to counter
unscrupulous businesses and their practice of targeting
vulnerable consumers. | proposed a bill that received
overwhelming, bipartisan support to rid Connecticut of

a predatory industry known as Internet sweepstakes

cafes. These cafes are makeshift casinos with slot

machines disquised as computers. As unrequlated

gambling establishments, they prey upon the elderly and
disadvantaged and avoid their tax responsibilities to the state.

SIGN-UP FOR MY E-NEWSLETTER @ MY WEBSITE

When done with this mailer, please share or recycle.
PRSRT STD

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
HARTFORD CT
PERMIT NO. 3937




Prescription Discounts
and Privacy of Your Records

Many large pharmacies offer discount
prescription drugs. However, most consumers
don’t realize that when they sign up for some
of these programs they are often giving away
privacy rights, allowing the pharmacy access to
their health history with the option of selling
that personal health information for marketing
purposes. This year | supported legislation that
requires pharmacies to disclose to consumers
any rights they are waiving when enrolling in
a discount program and exactly who will have
access to their information.

=

Marketing by Electric Suppliers
Competition within the electric market has resulted in increased high-pressure sales tactics and misleading information
from third-party energy providers. These companies use unfair marketing practices and sales gimmicks to attract
unsuspecting customers. Their lack of overall transparency in rate comparisons, increases, renewal policies and processes
are addressed in an electric customer consumer protection bill which I supported.

Senator Danté Bartolomeo: PROTECTING

CONSUMERS

Home Heating Oil Prepays

Many of my constituents lost thousands of dollars
due to the recent closure and bankruptcy of a local
oil company. In an effort to protect consumers from
dishonest business owners who close their doors,
taking money from the pockets of people whose
contracts they cannot fulfill, | met with customers
as well oil companies in my district to gain a true
understanding of the issue at hand. My focus was
how best to protect consumers without negatively
affecting reputable businesses. The result is Senate
Bill 299 which increases penalties and requires

the state Department of Consumer Protection
(DCP) to monitor companies to ensure they are

in compliance. In addition, the Department of
Revenue Services will now notify DCP of any tax
delinquencies which may serve as an indicator of a
company that is financially unstable.

For more information on these initiatives, please
contact my office at 860-240-0441.
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